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SUBJECT: PROTEST TO LIBYA OVER NAVY AIRCRAFT INCIDENT 

REF: TRIPOLI 196 

1 . DEPARTMENT NOT REPEAT NOT PREPARED TO ALLOW LIBYAN 
ASSERTION OF PROHIBITED ZONE OVER INTERNATIONAL WATERS TO 
GO UNCHALLENGED. ACCORDINGLY, EMBASSY IS INSTRUCTED TO 
DELIVER FOLLOWING NOTE TO MFA. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
REFERS TO THE MINISTRY'S NOTE OF FEBRUARY 7, 1977, CON- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 032744 

CERNING THE ENCOUNTER BETWEEN A UNITED STATES MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT AND LIBYAN AIR FORCE PLANES ON JANUARY 27. 

3. THE U.S. AIRCRAFT AT NO TIME APPROACHED CLOSER THAN 

53 NAUTICAL MILES FROM THE LIBYAN COAST AND AT THE TIME IT 
WAS INTERCEPTED BY THE LIBYAN PLANES WAS 75 NAUTICAL MILES 
OFF LIBYAN SHORES. THE U.S. CONSIDERS THAT THE AMERICAN 
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AIRCRAFT IN QUESTION WAS EXERCISING THE FREEDOM TO FLY OVER 
THE HIGH SEAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW. THE 
UNITED STATES DOES NOT CONSIDER THAT ANY NATION MAY VALIDLY 
PURPORT TO SUBJECT ANY PART OF THE HIGH SEAS, OR THE 
AIRSPACE OVER THE HIGH SEAS, TO ITS SOVEREIGNTY, NOR TO 

ESTABLISH PROHIBITED AREAS OF THE KIND REFERRED TO IN THE 
MINISTRY'S NOTE. MOREOVER, THE US CONSIDERS THAT THE 
AIRCRAFT OF THE LIBYAN AIR FORCE THAT FLEW DANGEROUSLY 
CLOSE TO THE AMERICAN AIRCRAFT FAILED TO PAY REASONABLE 
REGARD TO THE INTERESTS OF ALL STATES IN THE EXERCISE 
OF THE FREEDOM OF THE HIGH SEAS, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

VANCE 
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